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 “Where is God When it Hurts!?” 

by Pastor Bob Turner 
 

Exodus 3:7-9 
” And God said, Truly, I have seen the grief of my people in Egypt, and their cry because of their cruel 
masters has come to my ears; for I have knowledge of their sorrows;  And I have come down to take 

them out of the hands of the Egyptians, guiding them out of that land into a good land and wide, into a 
land flowing with milk and honey; into the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and 

the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite.  For now, truly, the cry of the children of Israel has come 
to me, and I have seen the cruel behavior of the Egyptians to them.” 

 
 

God sees your pain, your heartache.  He is aware!  He has heard your 
cries.  He has seen your suffering.  So if He hears all this, sees all this, if 
He knows all of this… 
 
WHERE IS GOD WHEN IT HURTS!? 
 
The Israelites must have been wondering that same question at that time.  
Years and years of slavery, years of captivity.  They would cry out to Him, 
pray and ask Him to deliver them, but He never seemed to respond. 
 
WHERE IS GOD WHEN IT HURTS!?  
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Two sisters wondered this same question.  They sent word to the Lord that 
their beloved brother was horribly ill.  Scripture tells us Jesus’ response: 
 

1.) Jesus says that the sickness is so that He can be glorified.  
WHAT!? 

 
2.) Jesus specifically waits 2 more days once He hears that their 

brother is sick.  Instead of rushing to help them, He waits longer. 
WHAT!? 

 
WHERE IS GOD WHEN IT HURTS!?  
 
Have you ever felt like that?  Have you ever felt like the Israelites?  Have 
you ever felt like these two sisters? 
 
Have you ever asked the question: 
WHERE IS GOD WHEN IT HURTS!?  
 
You are not alone.  Many people in scripture ask this, many people sitting 
here today have asked this question.  Your Pastor has asked this question! 
 
WHERE IS GOD WHEN IT HURTS!?  
 
Have you ever experienced the silence of God?  When you needed Him 
the most, that was when He was the most silent!? 
 
Maybe you have experienced this “avoidance”, this silence, or even 
abandonment from God.  Maybe you are going through this right now. 
 
GOD… WHERE ARE YOU WHEN IT HURTS!?  
 
What did I do wrong?  Why did you abandon me when I need you the 
most?  Why won’t you answer me!!!??? 
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David begged God to stop being silent when he needed Him… 
 
Psalm 83 – “O God, do not remain quiet, Do not be silent, and, O 
God, do not be still.” 
 
Let me paraphrase it for you:  “God when are You going to answer me?  
When are you finally going to help me?  God where are you!?” 
 
 
I would like to share with you what happened to me when I experienced 
the silence of God.  It was a lengthy and it was lonely. 
 
The first thing to do when you are dealing with God’s silence is to do a 
“sin check” to make sure nothing is in the way between you and God.  If 
you have unconfused sin in your life, confess it & receive the forgiveness. 
I did that, but still… God was silent.  This was during one of the toughest 
times of my life, and it seemed like God didn’t care about me at all. 
 
WHERE IS GOD WHEN IT HURTS!?  
 
Then I came across something that simply changed my life: 
 
“Having received word that the two sister’s brother was sick unto death, 
Jesus delayed going until Lazarus died.  In other words, Mary and Martha 
asked Jesus to come help their brother, and there was silence.  All the way 
through the final sickness and death of their brother, Jesus did not 
respond.”  (Actually He did respond, by waiting longer!) 
 
“They received no response from the One who said He loved them and 
their brother.  Jesus did not respond. 
 
Their brother died.  They went through the entire funeral process.  They 
fixed his body, put him in the grave, and covered it with a stone.  And 
STILL they experienced silence from God. 
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Then Jesus said to the disciples “Let’s go.”  When Jesus arrived, the man 
had been dead four days.  Martha said to Jesus “Lord if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died!” (v.21 & 32) 
 
In Experiencing God, it says this:  Then the Spirit of God began to help 
me understand something.  It seemed to me as if Jesus had said to them: 
 
“You are exactly right.  If I had come, your brother would not have died.  
You know that I could have healed him, because you have seen me heal 
many, many times.  If I had come when you asked me to, I would have 
healed him.  But you would have never known any more about Me than 
you already know.  I knew that you were ready for a greater revelation 
of Me than you have ever known in your life.  I wanted you to come to 
know that I am the resurrection and the life… 
 
My refusal and My silence were not rejection.  It was an opportunity for 
Me to disclose to you more of Me than you have ever known.” 
 
Jesus isn’t rejecting you!  He wants you to know Him more than ever 
before!  He wants you to know Him through this experience. 
 
When you experience the “silence of God”, go through your sin checklist.  
Confess your sins to God, and make it right.  But after you confess your 
sins, they are forgiven!  He no longer holds them against you.  After 
confessing them to Him, if you still experience the silence of God… 
 
GET READY!!  Get ready for a new encounter with God… One that you 
have never known before.  Get ready to know God more than ever before! 
 
God speaks through silence!! 
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Sometimes God is silent as He prepares to bring you into a deeper 
understanding of Himself.  Continue doing the last thing that God told 
you… and watch and wait for a fresh encounter with God! 
 
Just because you are lonely does not mean you are alone! 
 
You are all familiar with the poem “footprints in the sand”, but some of us 
are too familiar with it.  We know it so well that we think it is cute or nice.  
We become numb to the true meaning of the poem. 
 
“Footprints in the sand” is all about you seeing the loneliest, hardest, and 
worst times in your life.  It’s all about you going from seeing two sets of 
footprints (God and yours) to only one set in the worst of times… when 
you needed God the most! 
WHERE IS GOD WHEN IT HURTS!?  
 
In the poem, we find out that God was there, and the reason that we only 
see one set of footprints in the worst of times is because He carried us 
through them!  Sometimes we get so caught up trying to look at our 
footprints, we can miss God’s right there with us. 
 
God says this… “I Am here” 
 
There are 3 responses to the silence of God: 
 

1.) You can become angry with God 
 

2.) You can become depressed and down on yourself 
 

3.) You can have an expectation that God is about to bring you to a 
deeper knowledge of Himself, and become excited! 

 
God is big enough to take your pain, your anger, your sadness. 
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Job lost just about everything he had.  His children died, he lost his 
wealth.  He become horribly sick, his wife became bitter and cruel.  Job 
would call upon God, who would be silent for a long time. 
 
But here is Job’s response: 
 
“God you give and you take away.  But blessed be the name of the Lord!” 
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