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“Remove the Sandals from Your Feet” 

By Pastor Bob Turner 
 

Exodus 3 
 
 

V. 5 – “Do not come near”  
 
I know this is different than what you normally hear, we are always told to 
“draw near to God”.  So why did God warn Moses not to come too close?  
 
1.) Obvious Answer = Christ didn’t bridge the gap yet 
 
We are only able to approach God because of what Christ did on the cross 
and that hadn’t happened yet, so Moses couldn’t get too close to God. 
 
 
2.) To satisfy his Conscience, but not his Curiousity 
 
Let’s not settle for just the easy and most obvious answer.  God was going 
to allow Moses to come close enough to listen and have an encounter with 
God, but not close enough to impose himself. 
 
Familiarity with God must not breed contempt! 
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In an age where we are constantly trying to make church cool and hip 
We still can’t let our prayer and worship become a time of complacency 
and regularity. 
 
CASUAL DRESS, BUT NOT CASUAL REVERENCE! 
 
 
Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 – In an age where everyone says they have a “word 
from God”, we must have a caution flag and make sure that it truly is 
hearing from God, and it is correct and directly from Him to you. 
 
We need to be careful to not get caught up in the “RAZZLE DAZZLE”  
 
If Exodus 3:5 teaches us anything, it teaches us to stop trying to approach 
the SUPER-NATURAL in a SUPERFICIAL WAY!  
 
There must be some caution involved when you claim to have an 
Encounter with God, when you say you have a “word from God” 
 
 
Hebrews 1:1-3  – Modern Day “Prophets” 
 
How did God used to speak?   (v.1) 
How does scripture say it is different today?  (v.2) 
 
He speaks through the Living Word – Jesus Christ 
 
“REMOVE THE SANDALS FROM YOUR FEET!” 
 
 
FEET = Your walk or Lifestyle 
 
Now remember, that Moses is already a child of Israel.  He belongs to God 
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This is not a message to the unbeliever, but to the believers! 
 
TWO QUESTIONS… 
 
1.) What would a shepherd have on his sandals? 
 
NASTY!  The ground is holy, and the pre-curser is a commandment to 
remove his shoes.  Remove the nasty before you try to encounter God. 
 
Joshua 3:5 – “Consecrate yourself, (Get rid of the nasty) 
for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.” 
 
Are you saying that we should remove the nasty from us before 
approaching God?  YES!! 
Stop coming to God with all that sin built up. 
 
REMOVE THE SANDALS FROM YOUR FEET!! 
 
Remove the wickedness, the nasty from your walk!! 
 
2.) Why didn’t God just tell him to clean his sandals? 
 
Because God doesn’t call you to just clean up your act.  That is behavior 
modification, not a changed heart.  God calls you to REMOVE it from you 
 
God didn’t call you to go and sin less often, but to… 
 
John 8:11 – “Go and sin no more!!” 
 
 
Jesus didn’t suffer and die on the cross just to make a good person better. 
He died on the cross to make a sinful person HOLY! 
 
Jesus didn’t suffer and die on the cross to give you an OK life, 
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He died to give you ABUNDANT LIFE!! 
 
Jesus didn’t suffer and die on the cross to make your life better, 
He died on the cross to make a DEAD PERSON ALIVE!!!!! 
 
He died to bring life to dead people!! 
 
We lived sinful and wicked lives, full of nasty! 
We stood condemned as sinners before a HOLY GOD!  
 
 
JOHN 3:18 – Jesus didn’t condemn you, you were already condemned 
We spend too much time praying for our food to be blessed and not 
enough prayer thanking God for removing the NASTY in our lives that 
was going to send us to HELL! 
 
REMOVE THE SANDALS FROM YOUR FEET!! 
 
You wear sandals to protect you… but God calls you to come uncovered, 
unprotected, without any covering or “safety net” 
 
I know the rocks on the ground might hurt your feet, but I’d rather have a 
bruised heel, than a crushed head! 
 
Because if you walk on holy ground, you don’t have to be afraid of the 
pebbles and thistles, you have a SOLID ROCK  to stand on!! 
 
 
You might ask “What is the big deal?  It was only a half inch of leather?” 
 
But I tell you that sometimes even just a half inch of Leather is too much!! 
 
Sometimes you have to make sure nothing gets between you and God! 
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REMOVE THE SANDALS FROM YOUR FEET!! 
 
If you have never been able to fully remove the nasty sandals from your 
walk, let me declare it to you today… 
 
In Christ alone you are able to be forgiven and walk in fellowship with 
God without anything in the way or between you. 
 
In Christ alone!! 
 
REMOVE THE SANDALS FROM YOUR FEET!! 
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