
 
“I Must Now Turn Aside” 

By Pastor Bob Turner 
 

Exodus 3 
 

History  – Last week we talked about how you can have a passion, and not 
let it ‘consume’ you, or get the best of you. 
 
We talked about Moses’ life, made up of 3 - “40 year” segments: 
 
Moses spent 40 years in Egypt 
Then he spent 40 years trying to get the “Egypt” out of him 
He then spent his final 40 years trying to get his people out of Egypt. 
 
We found out that God Himself showed up in a burning bush, and that 
Moses took notice. 
 
We found out that God would have still delivered His people, but Moses 
would have missed the blessing of God using him, and allowing him to be 
involved in God’s work. 
 
V. 3 – “I must now turn aside”  
 



When Moses had an ENCOUNTER WITH GOD, he now couldn’t just 
keep walking like nothing was there.  He couldn’t be apathetic! 
 
Moses had a past, Moses made a mistake… a big mistake & ran from it. 
But we also know that Moses had a passion and a calling! 
 
Moses spent 40 years keeping himself busy w/ work and family to avoid 
and almost miss his life’s greatest passion, which God placed in his heart. 
 
Every single one of us has made mistakes, we each have a past. 
 
Will we make the same mistake as Moses? 
Will we WASTE a huge chunk of our lives running from our past, our 
mistakes, our passions, our life’s true calling for us? 
You don’t have to run anymore!  You don’t have to avoid anymore!  You 
don’t have to hide in your work, family, activities, etc… anymore! 
 
This can be YOUR BURNING BUSH! 
God is seeking you out today, not just to bring you back, 
but to take you FURTHER! 
 
It’s not about your past, your problems, it’s about your PURPOSE! 
… that passion that God placed in your heart! 
 
PHILIPPIANS 4:13 – Not looking at your past, but your future!  
 
Maybe you think it’s too late for you?  It’s been too long now.  You’re not 
young like you used to be, or when you first had this idea, this passion… 
 
Moses spent 40 years of his life in complacency, ignoring his passion. 
Then he spent 40 years avoiding and running from it. 
 
Now he was 80 years old!   IT’S NOT TOO LATE!!!!!!!! 
 



V. 43 – “When the Lord saw that Moses turned aside to look…”  
 
Don’t miss this!!  When Moses finally turned aside… 
GOD TOOK NOTICE!   
 

James 4:8 Rev. 3:20 Rom. 10:13  1 JN 1:9 
 

The question is not “Will God take notice?”   
 
The question is… “Will you take notice!?” “Will you NOW turn aside?” 
 
 
 
 
What did Moses “turn aside” from? 
 
His life, his way, his work, his schedule, his fears, his past, his running, 
his path… Moses finally “turned” from HIMSELF! 
 
And God took notice… in fact… God was watching the whole time. 
 
Luke 15:20 – A picture of God running to us! 
 
You see God is watching you.  We always hear that in a judgmental way, 
but let me tell you how Jesus told it… He is watching you, and waiting for 
you to turn aside, and just take one step towards Him. 
 
The moment you take one step towards God, He RUNS to you!! 
 

“When a man takes one step toward God, 
God takes more steps toward that man…” 

~ The work of the Chariot 

 
Won’t you turn aside today? 
This is a sacred moment between you and God. 



This is your burning bush.  Will you take notice? 
Or will you keep going on your own path? 
 
Will you be unchanging?  Or will you turn aside? 
 
God was watching for Moses’ reaction.  Would Moses keep going on his 
own patch and ignore this burning bush- this ENCOUNTER WITH GOD? 
 
Or would he finally turn aside to God?  
God was watching then, and He is watching today.  
How will you respond?  
 
He is drawing you close… 
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